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DAYTON, Ohio- It's decision time for college-bound students. The May 1 national day 
of intent is just around the corner. 
The economy's slowdown has not dampened the popularity of the University of Dayton, 
which has started a waiting list for the third straight year. Seat deposits are up a healthy 11 
percent, and when UD officials asked 500 high school seniors if they wanted to put their names on 
a waiting list, more than 200 scrambled for the privilege. 
The hottest majors? Computer engineering technology, computer information systems and 
all areas of business from finance to marketing. 
UD is hot. In the decade between 1990 and 2000, applications soared 62 percent, from 
4,618 to 7,495, and college entrance test scores now stand at an all-time high, according to Chris 
Mufi.oz, associate provost for enrollment management. 
"When you see that kind of dramatic growth in the number of applications, you know you 
have an appealing product," Munoz said. "It speaks to the value of the University of Dayton. It 
speaks to the appeal of a residential campus that's been innovative in its use of technology." 
University of Dayton officials attribute much of the Catholic school's surging appeal to the 
way it jumped into the Information Age without sacrificing the personal attention that's 
characterized it. UD took a bold step three years ago when it invested $4.5 million to install a 
high-speed fiber-optic network in the 25-block campus neighborhood. In 1999, it required students 
to own computers. When first-year students move into their residence hall rooms, they find their 
computers fully loaded with the same software their professors use. 
UD introduces students to life on one of the most wired campuses in the nation long before 
the first day of class. Incoming students log on to a "virtual residence hall" to meet roommates, 
determine who's bringing the refrigerator and get a head start on college life. Starting in 2002, all 
prospective students will apply online. The University of Dayton is the largest undergraduate 
school in the country to require electronic applications. 
-over-
OFFICE OF PUBLIC RELATIONS 
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 
(937) 229-3241 (937) 229-3063 Fax 
www.udayton.edu 
"The University of Dayton has taken all of these steps to better develop the strong sense of 
community that's a trademark of this campus," said Brother Raymond L. Fitz, S.M., president. 
"The computers, the networks, the wireless networks are great tools to strengthen collaboration 
and give students the skills they need to be leaders, learners and persons of service in the 21st 
century. What's more important - and what you'll find at the heart of the University of Dayton 
experience - are world-class faculty interacting with students individually and in groups, face-to-
face and online, challenging and developing their hearts and mihds." 
That's what appealed to Kathie Hickel, who graduated from the University of Dayton in 
1968 and encouraged her college-bound children to consider her alma mater. Two daughters 
graduated, another is a sophomore and daughter Deirdra starts classes in the fall. "Coming from 
a deeply Catholic family, we're thrilled that she chose a Catholic university. It's a very 
personalized experience. If you're having problems in class, professors are more than willing to 
make an appointment immediately. You'll find tender loving care and true concern for the 
students there," said Hickel, of Allison Park, Pa. 
Hickel's husband, twin sister, two brothers, two sisters-in-law and two nieces are also UD 
alumni. Another nephew is a sophomore. "We just love it. It's been contagious. Everyone has 
been so happy there that it was a no brainer (for Deirdra). The girls have gotten a good education 
and good jobs. They left the University of Dayton with lots of confidence and self-esteem." 
The friendly atmosphere also appealed to Jared Croxton, an 18-year-old senior at St. 
Xavier High School in Cincinnati. "The free online application made it easy to apply, but the 
student who gave me the tour really sold me on it," said Croxton, who plans to major in 
engineering. 
Faced with record applications and larger-than-expected first-year classes each of the last 
three years, the University of Dayton has been steadily increasing the amount of housing it can 
provide to students. In 1999, on a fast-track design-build construction schedule, UD built the 
$6.75 million, three-story Lawnview Apartments to house 165 juniors and seniors. This summer, 
UD will construct four student duplexes to accommodate 48 students. On the drawing board: a 
Living and Learning Arts Center with a proposed visual arts gallery, a small theatre, a cafe, 
rehearsal rooms, studios and housing for 80 students. 
In addition, UD is encouraging students who live in non-University houses and apartments 
to tap into a wireless network that will be installed this summer. They will be able to enjoy high-
speed Internet access whether they're studying in the library, eating in the food court in the student 
union or sittihg on their front porch in the student neighborhoods. 
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For interviews, contact Chris Munoz at (937) 229-3717 or munoz@udayton.edu; Kathie 
and Deirdra Hickel at (412) 366-3981; and Jared Croxton at (513) 821-0249. For more about 
UD's technology initiatives, call Tom Skill, associate provost for educational IT, at (937) 229-
4898. 
